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Section A: Personal or Creative Writing

Task 1: Spend 55 minutes on your response. Mark allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised and engaging piece of writing that 
matches form and purpose with audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Complete only one task.

EITHER

(a) Personal writing:

Write an essay for the examiner about your favourite teacher.

OR

(b) Creative writing:

Write a story for entry in a creative writing competition. The audience is
young adults.

The picture below is to be the basis for your writing. You may provide your
own title.

Source: © Getty Images
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You are advised to spend:

• 15 minutes thinking and planning your response
• 30 minutes writing your response
• 10 minutes checking your response

Planning space:
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EITHER

(a)	 Write an essay for the examiner about your favourite teacher.
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OR

(b) Creative writing:

Write a story for entry in a creative writing competition. The audience is
young adults.

The picture on page 2 is to be the basis for your writing. You may provide
your own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and responding to this task. 
Total 32 marks

Texts A and B are extracts from two novels.

Compare and contrast how the writers have created a sense of excitement in both 
extracts.

Present supporting evidence from both texts.
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Reading Non-fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article about 
Artificial Intelligence:

“The AI doctor will see you now”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is the beginning of the article.

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

The AI doctor will see you now

Pioneer of Artificial Intelligence technology, Geoffrey Hinton, has issued a stark 
warning about the latest developments in AI software. Canadian computer scientist 
Hinton spoke out after it was announced that an AI programme had passed a final 
year medical exam: “Have no doubt about it, chatbots could soon outsmart humans.”

Medical exams are notoriously difficult to pass because of the level of knowledge and 
expertise required. The fact that a computer programme has been successful marks a 
spine-chilling milestone and propels humanity firmly into the realm of Science Fiction. 
This may suggest that AI could signal the demise of many of society’s most 
established jobs.

The argument about the potential threat of AI has been in the public domain in recent 
years. In 2023, over 1,000 industry experts (including SpaceX mogul Elon Musk and 
Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak) petitioned for a pause on the dangerous race to 
advance Artificial Intelligence.

Some believe the time has come to take action before humans lose control. How real 
is the risk from robots?

Source: Adapted from The Great AI debate explodes yet again as 'godfather' of 
the technology quits Google | Daily Mail Online
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is part of the same article.

Explain how the writer has presented his views on the positives of Artificial 
Intelligence for use in medicine.

The world’s greatest minds are split over whether Artificial Intelligence will enhance or 
harm our lives. Perhaps this is another example of humanity becoming unnecessarily 
worried about progress.

History is littered with examples of welcome developments initially being greeted with 
mistrust, for example, organ transplants, antibiotics and vaccinations. Despite the 
controversy, many are still heralding the use of AI as an equally important innovation.

One breakthrough AI model was shown to determine a person’s likelihood of 
developing a range of medical conditions, such as diabetes, with staggering accuracy. 
The clever computing innovation used both existing resources and self-generating, 
specialised algorithms to diagnose those with the highest risk profile. And it did so in 
a heartbeat.

The belief that Artificial Intelligence can sensationally transform medical treatment in 
the coming years is anything but artificial. Very soon we could see an AI doctor to 
help with hay fever or to make that verruca vanish.

Source: Adapted from The Great AI debate explodes yet again as 'godfather' of 
the technology quits Google | Daily Mail Online
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